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PROGRAM: 
8:00 -:- 9:00 am 
Registration 
Check into the event and pick up your name badge, swag bag and a free book! 

9:00 - 9:10 am 
Welcome Remarks 
by Ben Bayer 
9:10 -10:10 am 
Keynote: What Makes For a Life Worth Living? 
by Gregory Salmieri 
Do you think of your life as something precious, and do you want to do something important 
with it-something worthwhile? Many young people feel this way, but too often they go on to 
settle for lives that do not live up to this aspiration. One reason for this is that the aspiration 
is itself vague and undefined. It is difficult to articulate what we want out of our lives, and we 
get little guidance in the process. Indeed, Ayn Rand's novels and essays are among the few 
things in our culture that offer us aid and inspiration in the process of defining our values. In 
this talk, Dr. Salmieri explores this aspect of Rand's thought, with special emphasis on how 
her conceptions of reason, purpose and self-esteem can help us to identify and achieve what we 
want out of life. 

10:10 -10:40 am 
Break 
10:40-11:20 am 
The Virtue of Selfishness 
by Keith Lockitch 
Everyone knows that selfishness is evil, right? But what if our concept of "selfishness" is 
completely mistaken? From Ayn Rand's perspective, "selfishness" does not mean what people 
typically think it means. And a central tenet of her philosophy is that, properly understood, 
selfishness is actually the essence of virtue. 

Ayn Rand• Institute reserves the right to make necessary adjustments to the schedule. 



11:20 am -12:00 pm 
The Evil of Altruism 
by Ben Bayer 
Everyone knows that altruism-selfless sacrifice for the sake of others-is the essence 
of virtue, right? But what if, like the concept "selfishness," our understanding of the true 
meaning of "altruism" and "sacrifice" is completely mistaken? What if these ideas are actually 
destructive and harmful? From Ayn Rand's perspective, our whole way of thin~ing about 
morality needs to be radically rethought. 

12:00 -1:30 pm 
Lunch 
Enjoy lunch with your fellow attendees, conference speakers and staff. 

1:30 - 2:30 pm 
Capitalism: The System of Individual Rights 
by Yaron Brook 
Do citizens have a duty to serve the state? Or does government exist to protect the freedom of 
individuals to pursue their own lives and happiness? What are individual rights and what are they 
based on? Ayn Rand often described her political views by saying that she's not a conservative 
but a "radical for capitalism." What is capitalism? And how does it differ from both socialism 
and conservatism? 

2:30 - 3:00 pm 
Break 
3:00 - 4:30 pm 
Q&A Panel on Reason, Purpose and Self-Esteem 
with Ben Bayer, Yaron Brook, Keith Lockitch, Gregory Salmieri 
After reflecting on the talks so far, here is your chance to ask any questions you have about 
Ayn Rand's philosophy, Objectivism. In particular, we'll focus on reason, purpose and self-
esteem and why Ayn Rand called these the "three cardinal values of the Objectivist ethics." 

4:30 - 5:15 pm 
How to Be the Hero of Your Own Life-and Closing Remarks 
by Tai Tsfany 
Ayn Rand's philosophy offers powerful tools for rethinking your goals and purpose in life. But 
what does it look like to put those tools into practice? In this talk, ARl's CEO Tai Tsfany tells the 
story of his journey exploring Ayn Rand's ideas and offers realistic advice for applying those ideas 
in practice. 

5:15 - 6:45 pm 
Closing Reception 
Enjoy a drink and discuss the conference with attendees and speakers. 



--- --r------

LIVING A LIFE OF PURPOSE 
Join us at OCON 2020 in Austin, Texas, June 17-21, 2020, for the largest annual gathering of 
Ayn Rand enthusiasts where you'll have the opportunity to: 

• Hear speakers and panelists present intellectually stimulating topics, from philosophy 
and history to literature and finance. 

• Meet and talk with other Ayn Rand fans eager to learn more about the ideas 
in her works. 

• Take part in a variety of social activities with other event attendees. 

ATTENTION STUDENTS AN D YOUNG ADU LTS! 
SPECIAL DISCOUNTED RATES are available for all students and for 

young adults age 29 and under. See ocon.aynrand.org for details. 

Find out more about Objectivist Summer Confe rence 2020 today. 
Visit our website at ocon.aynrancl.org or call us at 800-365-6552, ext. 239. 

Objectivist Conferences is owned and operated by the Ayn Rand· Insti tute. The Ayn Rand Insti tu te does not necessarily endorse the content of 
the lectures and courses offered. Payments made to Objectivist Conferences or ~o the Ayn Ran~ l~stitute eStore do not qualify as tax-deductible 
contributions to the Ayn Rand Institute. Ayn Rand is a registered trademark and 1s used by perm1ss1on. ©2020 The Ayn Rand Institute. 
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